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W 
e want our meetings and events to be as welcoming and stress-free as possible. In order to 

create and maintain a comfortable and safe environment, members of our group are expected to 

strictly adhere to the following code of  ethics. No member should reveal the location of general 

or Board meetings unless authorized to do so by the Board of Directors. No member should make false, 

misleading, or malicious statements about the organization or its members in any public or private forum or to 

the media. 

It is expected that each member will respect the identity and confidentiality of all other members. However, 

members can divulge whatever information about themselves they deem pertinent. If a member obtains personal  

information about another member, either directly or indirectly, this information is not to be divulged to others 

without the expressed permission of the person in question. If a member obtains a phone number of another 

member, that person is expected to respect the other person's schedule and use whatever name is appropriate.  

Upon meeting another person in a public situation, respect of that other person's confidentiality is to be 

expected. The best policy is never to accost another member outside a meeting unless some prior understanding 

exists. Members are expected to conduct themselves with decorum. Lewd, obscene, intoxicated, demanding, 

threatening, or embarrassing behavior will not be tolerated, and anyone who behaves inappropriately will be 

asked to leave. Also, the Tennessee Vals is not a dating service, so members shall refrain from making romantic 

advances toward other attendees of our meetings at the meeting sites. Any romances or other interactions that 

take place between members outside of our meetings is between the members in question. 

No alcohol, illegal drugs, or tobacco use is permitted during meetings. Smokers may smoke outside of the 

meeting site. If presenters wish not to be listed, their wishes shall be respected, and no listing or referral of 

those presenters shall be made by members to non-members. 

Tennessee Vals Standards of Conduct  

Who We Are 
 

T 
he Tennessee Vals are a non-political, not for profit support group for transgender persons. If you  consider 

yourself to be transsexual, transgender, a transvestite, a cross dresser, intersexed, androgynous, or any 

other type of gender bender, you might want to consider attending one of our meetings. We are one of the 

largest and oldest transgender support groups in the Mid-South. Our meetings provide socialization, support, and a 

programs of interest to the transgender community. 
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If you are an ardent aficionado of 
crafty military technology, I promise 
you can keep on walking. Seriously, 

you are going to hate this.  

OK, now that he’s gone, I’ll clarify and 
say I’m talking about the whole 
concept of trans stealth. This is 
hardly original because over on 
Transadvocate they had a whole big 
Stealth Week. I found it as gripping as 
Shark Week, even though no seals 

were eaten. Though I was not 
specifically invited to participate, I 
decided to horn in on their gig and 
regale my disenchanted readers with 

my own thoughts on the matter. 

For those of you who might not be 
familiar, going stealth commonly 
refers to trans people who have 
successfully transitioned and who 
have chosen to integrate fully into 
the right gender without being super 
up front about their past in another 
life. Attractive idea, yes? Over on TA, 
a lot of great thoughts on this were 
floated, most of which concluded this 
concept being a terrible idea. I wrote 
a few pieces on the subject myself in 
the past and decided it was time to 

kind of hone the concept in my own 

direction. 

Some say stealth, and implied 100% 
passability are the ultimate goals for 
anyone undergoing gender transition. 
This is the holy or wholly grail of 
clean and clear authenticity. No one 
else needs to know because it was 
simply a matter of a personal 
medical condition that common 
sense suggests should not be 
advertised any more than a wicked 
case of the crabs long since 
eradicated. Others claim that living 
an authentic life means 
acknowledging the whole of that life, 
even the decades one wishes were 
better spent. We have a moral duty to 

think everyone would be sick and 

tired of that already. I know I am. 

Just to clarify further, I’m not 
advising that it’s a good idea to lead 
off a dinner party conversation with 
a detailed blow by blow of your SRS, 
or walk into a ladies room and shout, 
“I used to have a wang, y’all!” You 
are going to have to use your best 
common sense judgment of where 
the line is between TMI and 
intentional denial of identity. We are 
trans, we will always be trans, and 

model for the concept of stealth. 
There is a good chance that is the 

best we are going to do. I’m not 
convinced that there are many 
amongst us that are 100% passable. 
We may be to most people, but there 
always seem to be some who have 
that extra sensitive radar that at the 
very least invites questions. I also 
agree with some of the assessments 
over on TA that there is risk involved 
of being discovered, which in turn 
puts one right back in ‘living a life of 
deception’ mode, and really, I would 

no matter what we do, if someone is 
determined enough, they can 

conclusively prove we are trans. 
Instead, our blending an assimilation 
into wider cis society is determined 
on who we are, how comfortable we 
are with ourselves, and what we say 

and do. 

Posted on July 27, 2013 by 
michellelianna - http://
michellelianna.wordpress.com/2013
/07/27/what-i-think-going-stealth-

really-means/ 

and comfort with ourselves that 
allows us to interact with individuals, 
groups, and society at large where 
the apparent degree of our trans-
ness is no longer a factor. Be clear, 
however, this does not mean that 

strangers will no longer stare, 
certain people will no longer treat us 
like [crap], or that all dangers 
associated with being trans will 
disappear; more on that in a second. 
It does mean that being able to insert 
ourselves into personal relationships 

and social constructs where our 
being trans is not a defining factor. In 
this model a trans woman, 
comfortable in her female identity 
and successfully projecting that is 
able to relate to people and groups 

ideally as human to human, or at 
least woman to man/ woman/ child. 
This is what cisgender people do, 
aside from self-created ethno-
religious categorization, but that is 

another ball of wax. 

Here’s why I think that is the best 

our friends and lovers to let them 
know, not to mention to the trans 
tribe at large. Hiding ourselves 
behind a fabricated past is less 
palatable than feeling a wet spot next 
to the toilet absorb through your 

sock. You can pretend it’s something 
else while you are stuck sitting there, 

but deep down you know it’s [urine]. 

For me stealth means something 
else, and passability isn’t even a 
factor. Stealth is achieved when we 
embrace a sense of self-assuredness 
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From 16 year old Ashton to 6 

year old Coy, transgender boys 
and girls are winning their fight 

for equal rights. 

Not only are they receiving wins 

from courtroom judges, but they 

are also getting clarification on 

and definitive regulations from 

many areas including the 
Department of Justice and the 

Department of Education. 

Unlike so many of us, our young 

people are getting an opportunity 
to be who they are at a much 

earlier point in their lives. 

There has been an increasing 

outpour of support from many 
LGBT groups, human rights 

groups, and civil rights groups. 

But most importantly, these 

children have the support of 

family and friends. 

These young people are doing 
what many of us are afraid to do 

and that’s to stand up and fight. 

Many, young and old, are not 
afraid to put themselves out 

there and reveal their identity to 

the world. 

With bullying and prejudice alive 
and well, these children have set 

themselves up for increased 

harassment and ridicule.. 

 

I hope that many in the trans 

community who stand in the 

shadows will step out in to the 

light like these children have done. 

We can only truly win when we all 

contribute and let the world know 

that there are a lot more of us 

than what they see on television.  

Please be a part of the fight by 

joining one of the many groups 

fighting for our rights everyday. 

 

For More information on what you 

can do to help in the fight for trans 

rights, please visit the Tennessee 

Transgender Political Coalition at 

http://ttgpac.com/ 

 

Article by:  

Shayna Aubrey 

Publications Director 

I think society, as well as many of 

us in the LGBT community could 

learn something from these brave 

boys and girls.  

Sometimes, it’s not enough to have 

a surgery, get names changed, or 

even blend in with the crowd. 

Sometimes we have to stand up 

and let people know we are here 

and that we are no longer going to 

sit by while we are ignored and 

victimized. 
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Young Transgender Students Winning.  One Battle At A Time.  

“These young people 

are doing what many 

of us are afraid to 

do and that’s to 

stand up and fight. “ 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 
 

8 
Drop in at OutCentral 
 
@ 6:00 P.M. 

9 10 
General Meeting  
 
@ 5:00 P.M. 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Vals Night Out  (RSVP) 
 
@ 7:00 P.M. 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Event News 

We ask that you R.S.V.P. to 

Events@TVals.org to insure that 

we have enough tables and chairs 

for everyone coming.    

 

 

Map of Rivergate Area around 

Rafferty’s 

We are expecting to host Nashville 

Cares at our August meeting. STDs 

and other related health matters 

are expected to be discussed. 

September’s meeting will be our 

annual cookout. Please bring side 

dishes, drinks, and desserts. The 

board will supply the meat. We will 

need someone to volunteer at 

least one grill for this meeting. 

Please join us every third 

Saturday at 7:00 P.M. at Rafferty’s 

beside Rivergate Mall. Come for 

dinner, drinks, or just the 

conversation.  

 

         N 

W                  E 

         S 

 



For advertising questions or assistance, 

please email Publications@TVals.org 

Mail To: 

P.O. Box 331006 

Nashville, TN 37203-7507  

By signing below I agree to the terms listed above and I am authorized by 

the business listed on this form to make this order on it’s behalf.  Payment 

Method  

Cash  

(In Person Only) 

Check  

(Payable to The 

PayPal 

(www.TVals.org
Signature 

X     

Ad Choice Ad Description  Newsletter Website Brochure 
12 Month 

Ad Price 

One Time   

Ad Price 
Total 

 Business Card or Coupon Size Display  Yes No No $25.00 $5.00  

 1/4 Page Display  Yes No No $35.00 $10.00  

 1/2 Page Display  Yes Yes Yes $50.00 $20.00  

 Full Page Display  Yes Yes Yes $100.00 $30.00  

 Website & Brochure Only  No Yes Yes $20.00 $5.00  

 Ad Design     $10.00 $10.00  

Advertising Fees and Advertisement Design Fees are Non-Refundable. All Sales Are Final.  Balance Due  

Advertisement Order Form 

Business Name:  ______________________________________________________________ Phone Number: _______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________  Email: ______________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: _____________ Zip Code: _______________  Website: ____________________________________ 

Description of Business/Services: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Information: 

Please include your print ready ad and/or coupon. Print ready ads can be changed each month as needed with no additional cost. Ads 

submitted by the 20th of each month will be published in the next month’s edition. 

If you do not have an ad, we can design an ad for your business for a one-time fee of $10.00 per ad created. Please include any artwork, 

logos, slogans, coupons, and any other information that you would like in your ad. 
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Name: ___________________________________________________ Today’s Date: _________/_________/_________ 

 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________ State: __________________________ Zip Code: ____________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________________ Email: _______________________________________________________ 

 

I am making a donation in the amount of $ _____________  

 

I would like my donation applied to the following fund: 

 

 [] General Fund     [] Newsletter Fund     [] Website Fund     [] Annual Holiday Banquet  

    

 [] Building Fund    [] Scholarship Fund   [] Transportation   [] Community Awareness Programs 

 

Payment Method 

[] Cash (in person only, please do not mail cash)    [] Check (Payable to The Tennessee Vals)    [] PayPal (www.Tvals.org) 

 

Signature: ___________________________________ Today’s Date: ________/________/_______ 

 

Please present in person to hostess or treasurer.   

 

Donations can be mailed to: The Tennessee Vals, P.O. Box 331006, Nashville, TN 37203-7507 

 

Donations are non-refundable. Please ask for a receipt your records. 

Donation FormDonation Form  


